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Merito Artistico by the National Assembly of El Salvador. Alas has acted
for many years as conductor of the Banda de los Supremos Poderes in San
Salvador. The score of his Obertura Patriotica is included in the Fleisher
Collection in Philadelphia.

Maria de BARATTA (1894-----) is a composer and specialist in folklore.

Her great-grandfather was the last Indian chief of the tribe of the Lencas,
and her mother was Spanish. Maria de Baratta studied at the Conservatory
of Bologna, Italy, and later in San Francisco. Her major work is the
ballet NahualismO) based on the themes of the Indian ritual relating to
Nahualy a powerful spirit incarnated in a serpent, or a tiger. In the orches-
tration by Ricardo Hiittenrauch, the ballet was performed by the Banda
de los Supremos Poderes in San Salvador on April 19, 1936. Ofrenda de
la Elegida, a short ritual dance for piano, was performed in the orchestra-
tion by A. Murioz, with the same orchestra, on September 22, 1931$
Danxa del Incienso, also orchestrated by A. Mufioz, was presented on
August 3, 1937. All these orchestrations are included in the Fleisher
Collection in Philadelphia. Nahttalismo, Ojrenda de la Elegiday and two
songs, Can-Calagui-Tunal (Incantation to the Sun) and Los Tecoma-
tillosy are published by the composer, with decorative covers designed by
her husband, the Italian architect Augusto Baratta.

Alejandro MUNOZ (1902-----), the band leader and arranger, went

to Mexico in 1921, and took lessons with Jose Vasquez. Upon his return
to San Salvador, he was appointed conductor of the Banda de los Supremos
Poderes. He has made numerous arrangements of compositions by Maria
de Baratta and other Salvadoran composers.

Domingo SANTOS (1892------) studied in Italy. In 1928 he was appointed

conductor of the military band in the town of Santa Ana in El Salvador.
He has written three piano sonatas, six Requiems, six Funeral Marches,
a Heroic March, and two overtures entitled Maruta and Dorita. Martita
was performed in San Salvador on December 7, 1924. Santos' Suite of
four short pieces for piano has been printed in Paris. The scores of the
overtures are included in the Fleisher Collection in Philadelphia.